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NriSHiNUiUN Khf) - Christopher Cooke? the iitun missile officer 

ACCUSED BY THE HlR FORCE OF DIVULGING VITAL DEFENSE SECRETS TO THE 
o 0 V I £ T UNION? IS Pi FREE Cl V I L I R N TODAY. HE EVEN HRS HIS B R C K P R Y R N D 
ALLOWANCES. 

Cooke mrs given rn “other than honorable discharge 5 ' and released 

FROM THE STOCKADE RT rORT HERDS ? flQ. HONOR Y AFTER THE COURT OF 

Fi I L I T A R Y HPPERLS RULED THAT THE H I R FORCE HAD VIOLATED HIS RIGHTS TO 

0 U E PR 0 CESS. 

LEAVING FORT n E ft 0 E ? COOKE AVOIDED REPORTERS. HlS BROTHER FiftTTHEM? 
REACHED RT THE FAMILY HOME HERR RICHMOND? Vft, ? SAID THE Eb * YEAR -OLD 
FORMER SECOND LIEUTENANT WOULD BE SPENDING THE NEXT FEN WEEKS WITH 


FRIENDS IN NEW YORK IN ORDER TO AVOID THE PRESS. 

Under military law? the Court of military Hpperls is the highest 

TRIBUNAL? AND THE HlR rORCE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IT HAD NO WAY TO APPEAL 
THE D E C I S 1 0 N . 

■he Defense Department? in a brief statement? noted that the justice 
Depart m e n t was still i n v e s t i g a t i n g the possibilit y of prosecuti n g 
Cooke in a civilian court. 

HSSOCIfiTE HTTORNEY IiEN. KUDOLPH b JULIAN I? ASKED ABOUT THE 
DEPARTMENT'S INTENTIONS? 'SftID NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE. “NS HAVEN'T 
GIVEN ANY THOUGHT TO IT.'' 

Speaking privately? justice Department attorneys have said that the 

H I ft FORCE’S HANDLING OF COOKE'S CASE IRREPARABLY DESTROYED THE CHANCE 
THAT ANY BRANCH OF THE FEDERAL GO V E R N M E N T C A N P R 0 S E C U T E HI M . 

d U T F . L E E id A I L E Y ? COOKE'S ATTORNEY? SAID HIS CLIENT HAD GOOD REAS 0 N 
TO REMAIN RETICENT BECAUSE ANYTHING HE SAID IN AN INTERVIEW? OR WROTE 
IN A BOOK? MIGHT STILL BE USED AGAINST HIM. COOKE'S IMMUNITY FROM 
PROSECUTION APPLIES ONLY TO WHAT HE TOLD THE HlR FORCE DURING RN> 
INTERROGATION? dfilLEY SAID. 

•he Court of Military Hpperls? in a 2-1 decision? said that the 

LEGAL OFFICER WHO SUPERVISED THE CASE? dRIG. b E N « CLAUDE I EAGfiRDEN? 

HAD FAILED TO MEET THE “MINIMUM STANDARD OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT'' IN 


HANDLING THE CASE. 
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COOKE/AIR FORCE OFFICER SET FREE 



j EAGAROEN 5 THE STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATES OR CHIEF COUNSELS FOR THE 
STRATEGIC H I R U 0 M M A N 0 SAID THROUGH AH H I R r 0 R i. E i F 0 K E S M A N si Q N 0 A v T H ft > 
HE WOULD HAVE NO COMMENT ON THE DECISION. 

i HE COURT SAID UOOKE AND HIS HIR FORCE DEFENSE ATTORNEY HAD PROPERLY 
RELIED ON AN ORAL PROMISE FROM i £ ft G ft R 0 E N THAT COOKE WOULD NOT BE 
PROSECUTED IF HE TOLD HIR FORCE INVESTIGATORS EVERYTHING ABOUT HIS 
RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND VERIFIED THE STATEMENT WITH A LIE 
DETECTOR TEST. 

U 0 0 K E COMPLIED WITH THE OFFER AS HE UNDERSTOOD ITS MAKING A 
STATEMENT AND PASSING A LIE DETECTOR TEST TO VERIFY IT. HN filft FORCE 
OFFICER WHO READ THE STATEMENTS HfiJ, UEN. HNDREW PRINGLES SAID HE 
C 0 N C L U 0 E 0 5 * 4 W E 5 V E GOT A T R A I T 0 R 0 H 0 UR HANDS. 5 5 

i £ AG Aft DEN NOW INSISTS THAT HE NEVER OFFERED u 0 0 K E SUCH ft BROAD GRANT 
OF IMMUNITY. HE SAYS HE OFFERED IMMUNITY ONLY IF UOOKE TOOK A LIE 
DETECTOR TEST WHICH PROVED HE HAD NOT BEEN INVOLVED IN ESPIONAGE. 

PUT i SAG ARDEN 5 AWARE THAT COOKE WAS COOPERATING UNDER THE ASSUMPTION 
THAT HE HAD IMMUNITY* DID NOTHING TO CORRECT THE OFFICER’S 
MISCONCEPTION. iHISS THE COURT FOUNDS VIOLATED THE BASIC STANDARDS OF 
PROSECUTORIAL BEHAVIOR AND JUSTIFIED uOOKE 5 S PETITION FOR DISMISSAL 
OF THE CHARGES. 

i HE H I ft FORCE HAS NEVER SPECIFIED EXACTLY WHAT UOOKE TOLD THE 

Soviets. His verified statements termed a 4 ‘confession 5 5 in Judge 

HLBERT FLETCHER’S OPINIONS IS CLASSIFIED, 
i HE ilTAN ii MISSILE ON WHICH UOOKE WORKED IS EU YEARS OLD AND 


OBSOLETE, i HE 
IN S £ R V ICE. 
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